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established and manoeuvres arranged ; the officers were
given a scientific training; though, as was the case in
the Prussian Army, no one, no matter how able, could
become an officer unless he was an aristocrat.

The Ten-Year Plan, known in history as the " Ten-
Year Recess/' was not adopted until Maria Theresa
had struggled for several years with the Estates, and
until she had exercised the despotic power she had
recently proclaimed as-her right. She met with great
resistance from the aristocracy, because the new military
taxes were to be contributed by the aristocrats as
well as by the peasants and rent-payers. The latter
still paid higher military taxes in proportion to their
property and income than the wealthy landowners.

Haugwitz's plan was a revolutionary measure, for it
deprived the aristocracy of the complete freedom from
taxation which they had enjoyed for so many centuries.
In France and other countries these privileges of the
nobility remained uncontested for several decades longer.

In his reform of indirect taxes, Chotek was as un-
popular with manufacturers and traders as Haugwitz
was with the aristocracy. Chotek concentrated on one
aim: the economic unification of the Empire and the
centralisation of the country's resources in the Crown.
To this end, with the Queen's co-operation, he decreased
the internal tolls, which were levied when goods left
one province of the Empire and entered another; he
surrounded the whole country with a tariff wall so high
that in many cases imports became prohibitive; he
built roads, and improved transportation within the
Empire to encourage domestic trade.

Chotek also floated government loans and estab-
lished monopolies to encourage industry and trade*
but his reforms were not entirely successful. As is so